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Response to Amendment 

The following office action is in response to the amendment filed on 05/15/2009. 
Claims 11-19 are pending in the application. Claims 11-19 are rejected as set forth 
below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schijf 
4,644,724. 

In re claim 19, with reference to Figures 1 and 2, Schijf 724 discloses a sectional 
door comprising: 

• A first profiled metal plate (1 ) and a second profiled metal plate (2) 
connected together to form an innerspace, filled with a foamed 
polyurethane insulant (column 3, lines 57-60). 

• A first end running along a length of the body and having a outer 
substantially circular profile (6) and a more inner narrow connecting part 
(9), and a second end opposite the first running along the length of the 
body and having a recess (6') arranged to receive the outer part (6) of 
another panel with identical ends. 
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• A distance between the first and second longitudinal ends defining a panel 
height. 

• Wherein the second end is centered on the medium plane of the panel 
and arranged to receive the more outer part (6) by manual insertion of the 
panels and thrusting the panels in the direction of the panel height. (Figure 
3) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 11-14 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rekret 5,718,276 in view of Kendall et al 4,589,240. 

3. In re claim 1 1 with reference to Figures 4 and 5, Rekret '276 discloses a panel for 
sectional doors comprising: 

• A first end having a outer substantially circular profile (1 5) and a more 
inner narrow connecting part (17), and a second end opposite the first 
having a recess (21 ) arranged to receive the outer part (15) of another 
panel with identical ends 

4. Rekret '276 fails to disclose: 

• Comprising a first profiled metal plate and a second profiled metal plate 
connected together to form an innerspace, filled with an insulant. 
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5. With reference to Figures 3 and 5, Kendall et al '240 disclose: 

• Comprising a first profiled metal plate (16) and a second profiled metal 
plate (17) connected together to form an innerspace, filled with an insulant 
(12). 

6. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the panels from two profiled metal plates filled with an 
insulant as taught by Kendall et al '240 in order to provide a unit of high structural 
rigidity and durability, (column 1 , lines 65-68) 

7. In re claims 12-14 and 18 the panels of Rekret/Kendall et al obvious disclose: 

• The first end is obtained by the union of two arcs (splitting the outer part 
15 of Rekret to be formed of two plates as taught by Kendall would 
produce two arcs), joined by a pair of tabs ((1 8)(1 9) Kendall) and radius 
joined to the body of the panel by shaped connection portions 
((10)(19)(17) Rekret) 

• The recess is formed the union of two circumferential arcs (splitting the 
recess (21 ) of Rekret to be formed of two plates as taught by Kendall 
would produce two arcs) joined by a pair of tabs ((1 8)(1 9) Kendall) and 
radius joined to the body of the panel by shaped fixing profiles (1 0)(1 1 a). 

• The shaped fixing profile portions (1 1 a and opposite corner) are formed 
such that the access mouth (12) are positioned below the center of the 
recess (21) and have a minimum distance apart which is less than the 
diameter of the outer part (1 5). 
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• A sectional door formed from the panels. (Figure 5, Rekret) 

8. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rekret 5,718,276 and Kendall et al 4,589,240 as applied to claim 1 1 and further in 
view of Martin 7,055,573. 

9. In re claims 15 and 16, the panels of Rekret/Kendall et al has been discussed 
above but fails to disclose: 

• The outer part is slightly inclined towards the interior of the space to 
prevent squashing of the fingers until the angle between the panels is tt/6 
radians. 

10. With reference to Figure 4B, Martin '573 discloses: 

• The outer part (56) is slightly inclined towards the interior of the space to 
prevent squashing of the fingers, until the angle between the panels is tt/6 
radians, (approximation from comparison between figures) 
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11. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the outer part inclined towards the interior of the space as 
taught by Martin '573 in order to reduce the gap section of a door and prevent injury due 
to the joint gap. (column 4, lines 35-41 ) 

12. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rekret 
5,718,276 and Kendall et al 4,589,240 as applied to claims 1 1 and further in view of 
Porta 5,075,927. 

13. In re claim 5, the panel of Rekret/Kendall et al has been discussed above but 
fails to disclose: 

• A plurality of half ring self lubricating material. 

14. With reference to Figure 2, Porta '927 discloses: 

• A half ring self lubricating material (36). 

1 5. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a self lubricating material as taught by Porta in order to 
reduce friction, thereby extending the life and making for easier operation. 

Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's arguments filed 05/1 5/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

1 7. In response to the applicant's argument that the Rekret reference does not teach 
that the panels are coupled together by inserting them manually and thrusting them in 
the direction of the panel height, the examiner respectfully disagrees. In claim 1 1, the 
applicant does not state what defines the panel height and therefore does not establish 
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what thrusting the panels in the direction of the panel height means. In the Rekret 
reference, the panels could be used on a horizontally opening door, with the hinge 
portions running vertically. The connectors would then be inserted and thrust in the 
direction of the panel height when coupled. 

18. In response to the applicant's argument that the Rekret reference does not 
disclose the coupling of claim 1 1 the examiner respectfully disagrees. The applicant 
states that a half ring of antifriction material is taught, however these limitations are 
never claimed. 

Conclusion 

1 9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEREMY C. RAMSEY whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3133. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30 am- 
4:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine Mitchell can be reached on 571-272-7069. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/KATHERINE W MITCHELL/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3634 

/Jeremy C Ramsey/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3634 



